4% Conservatives

Homelessness



Understanding the Problem

Is homelessness a priority?

What is homelessness?



Vulnerable groups susceptible to
homelessness:

Young people who leave home for the first time,
Elderly people,

People with children,

People with physical and mental problem
People on benefits or low incomes

People leaving care

EX-prisoner

Ex-servicemen

Asylum seekers




The Government's record on
homelessness

The numbers sleeping rough have been
cut in the last 10 years

Statistics do not convey all of the facts
Temporary accommodation

Housing and overcrowded conditions
The system is falling women



The housing problem

The average first time buyer thus pays £1,500 in st amp duty,
compared to nothing in 1997.

A typical first -time buyer is unable to afford a semi  -detached
property in 87 per cent of towns in the UK.

In the last ten years, the typical deposit put down by an averag e
first time buyer has increased from £5,500 to £24,0 00.

Soaring council tax, higher utility bills and the c omplete
abolition of mortgage interest tax relief have all pushed up
costs



The Answer?

To solve the housing problem the Conservatives would like to:

Open up shared ownership schemes more widely, rather than for small
number of workers in the state sector at present

Ensure more homes are built, suitable for first time buyers, whilst
protecting the environment.

Oppose Gordon Brown’s plans for a new land development tax, which
will force up the cost of new homes.

Examine the role of financial incentives for councils to promote
economic development.



Other ideas:

Community Land Trusts

Safe havens scheme



Other ways to combat
homelessness

Training and ‘soft skills’

Personal and social regeneration
Social enterprise

Engage with charities

Utilise third sector



“The true test of regeneration in the future will
surely be what contribution it makes to tackling the
worst of the growing gaps in society, how we can
devise projects and schemes which bring together
In new and imaginative ways the work which will
need to be done in revitalising demoralised
people, keeping families and communities
together, rehabllitating the addicted and re-skilling
the talented but non aspirational.”



